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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE:

21 October 1968

FROM:

Kika de 1a Garza, M C

WASHINGTON. D C--Representative Kika de 1a Garza hailed the signing today
by President Johnson of the supplemental appropriations bill. which included
$1.5 million to provide for a national program of flood insurance.
Mr de 1a Garza was one of the original sponsors of legislation
authorizing the flood insurance program.

As reported to the House of Rep-

resentatives, the supplemental money bill contained no funds for the program,
It was amended on the floor of the House to add the appropriation.
Speaking in the House in support of the amendment, the South
Texas Congressman reminded his colleagues that the 15th Congressional District
suffered severe damage from Hurricane Beulah.
"A large part of my district consists of bottom land on the
Gulf Coast on the mainland, in addition to which virtually all of Padre
Island is in my district," he said.

"Both

ar~'prone

to severe floods and

have been subjected to such in the all too recent past."
For more than 10 years Congress has had under consideration
in one form or another efforts to create a national flood program.

During

that same period of time, de 1a Garza pointed out, losses amounting to
hundreds of millions of dollars have been sustained by individuals and
businesses uncompensated by flood insurance.

"Now," he said, "beginning

has been made on getting a national flood insurance program under way."
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